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Janina Brutt-Griffler is Professor of Foreign and Second Language Education and 
Director of Polish Studies in the Division of Transnational Studies at the State University 
of New York at Buffalo. She has also served in the graduate faculty of three other 
research universities, most recently at the University of York, England. She is Editor-in-
Chief of the International Journal of Applied Linguistics (Wiley-Blackwell Publishers). 
Professor Brutt-Griffler’s research focuses on the development of English as a global 
language, language education, and language policy. In particular, she has been concerned 
with adducing empirical evidence to investigate the instrumentalities of language spread. 
Her first book, World English: A Study of Its Development, which exposed the myth that 
English’s dominant position today owes to linguistic imperialism, won the Kenneth 
Mildenberger award from the Modern Language Association of America in 2004. She is 
also co-editor of English and Ethnicity and Bilingualism and Language Pedagogy and 
has published dozens of articles in leading journals. Professor Brutt-Griffler is currently 
working on two major research projects, a study of language policy in the European 
Union, with a specific focus on Poland, and the rise of national languages in postcolonial 
states. At SUNY Buffalo, she teaches graduate seminars in linguistics, sociolinguistics, 
second language acquisition and academic writing, and mentors numerous doctoral 
students from the US and around the world. 
 
 


